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Grundriss des Mausoleums

The Architecture – Symbiosis of antique and modern
The ideas and influences on the Frankfurt-based architect Alfred
Engelhard that guided the design of the Mausoleum are not known.
It is possible, however, to recognize certain parallels in the architecture with the first temple in Jerusalem. Both structures are laid out
in a classic tripartition. In the case of the Mausoleum, an extensive
staircase and entryway serves as a front court, a spacious inner courtyard and an eye-catching domed structure. The cupola, an octagonal
chamber and a domed ceiling adorned with a religious symbol, presents a striking similarity to the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem. With
these assets and its singular appearance, the building has a singular
character in the entire Kraichgau region.
The expense of the entire project was immense, as Hermann Weil
would have had to invest substantial sums for the purchase of the
property and the construction of the access road alone. Beyond
that, costly building materials of very high quality were used in the
construction of the Mausoleum. The masonry consists partially of
solid limestone, partially of bricks covered by limestone slabs. The
interior of the cupola included alabaster, marble and mosaic elements.
The furnishings, besides the urns that were located within, included
busts, a statue and an altar. The magnificent decoration of the cupola,
so admired at the time, was largely destroyed during the Reichspogromnacht and went missing. The remaining vestiges testify to its
past grandeur.

The Mausoleum

Excerpt from the Articles of Association:
“The purpose of the Society is the preservation of Jewish cultural heritage in Waibstadt and its vicinity, especially the preservation of the
Mausoleum built by Dr. Hermann Weil in Waibstadt. Additional goals
include research and documentation of the history of Jewish families
in the Kraichgau, especially the Weil family. Furthermore, the Society
sees as its task the support of educational, youth and project work –
especially public relations, recreational activities, workshops and the
promotion of educational tourism.”
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Kuppelbau

On June 8, 2009, the Jewish Cultural Legacy in the Kraichgau Society was founded. The precursor to this began a full decade before, with
the forming of the Judaism in the Kraichgau project at the Realschule
Waibstadt. The objective of the students and teachers engaged in this
work was (and remains still) to research and document the Jewish
history of the Kraichgau. Their efforts have received recognition
well beyond the Kraichgau, including awards. The broadening range
of activities – first and foremost the preservation of the Mausoleum,
but also other Jewish cultural heritage in the region – necessitated the
establishment of a registered society, the ‘Verein Jüdisches Kulturerbe im Kraichgau e.V.’ This established a suitable organization upon
which to carry out these activities and expanded participation.

Jüdisches Kulturerbe
im Kraichgau e.V.

Gesamtansicht des Mausoleums

Treffen der Familie Weil, April 2009

Detail, Ornament

The Mausoleum - a unique cultural monument in the Kraichgau

Dr. Hermann Weil - Merchant, Patron, Citizen of the World

The Monument – place of peace and assembly

One of the most impressive cultural monuments in the Kraichgau
can be found in the Mühlbergwald, adjoining the Jewish cemetery
in Waibstadt. The mausoleum was built by Hermann Weil, a Jewish
merchant, patron and citizen of the world, as a final resting place for
himself and his wife.

Herman Weil is amongst the most prominent personalities of the
Kraichgau. He was born in 1868 to a Jewish family long resident in
Steinsfurt, a town in northern Baden. As the tenth child of thirteen,
Hermann Weil had little opportunity to establish himself in his
birthplace. Following his formal commercial training, and initial
professional success in Mannheim, he emigrated in 1888 to Buenes
Aires to expand a Dutch grain trader’s business. In 1898, together
with his brother, he established his own grain trading company, Weil
Hermanos & Cia. The firm became a world leader shortly after the
turn of the century.

“As I decided to erect this structure four years ago, the decision arose
not out of pomposity or some similar motivation. Rather, I decided
on this as I thought on the terrible economic depression and the duty
of those with means to provide an opportunity for work.” With these
words, spoken on the occasion of the official opening of the mausoleum, Hermann Weil expressed the spirit of social engagement in which
he had commissioned the building of the Mausoleum. In those economically difficult times, the purchase of the property, the construction of the access road and the Mausoleum served as an important
economic stimulus for Waibstadt and vicinity.

Hermann Weil returned to Germany in 1908 and settled in Frankfurt
am Main together with his family. He was a sought after advisor by
political and military figures during the First World War. The high
point of this activity was an audience with Kaiser Wilhelm II who
received Weil’s counsel, which influenced his political decisions.

He left it all in the charge of the city of Waibstadt and made it available to the public as a place of peace, of meeting and assembly. In this
sense the structure was actively used until the National Socialist rule,
when the Mausoleum as well as the neighboring Jewish graveyard
was damaged and abandoned to decades of increasing disrepair.

After the First World War, Hermann Weil devoted himself increasingly to philanthropic activity and developed extensive charitable
ventures. The most prominent example is the Frankfurt Institute for
Social Research, which he financed together with his son, Felix Weil.
In his hometown, he expanded a school for continuing education
with a modern building. In Waibstadt, he had a unique cultural legacy
constructed, his Mausoleum.

The original ideas associated with the edifice, living with the past in
a responsible and respectful manner have again been taken up: to preserve the Mausoleum and use it as a place of peace and assembly. The
historic monument honors its builder – a distinguished personality of
the Kraichgau whose importance extends well beyond that region.

This imposing building, expensive to construct, was completed with
valuable materials and officially opened with great ceremony. In
the same year, its builder passed away. His urn was entombed in the
cupola, together with that of his wife who predeceased him.
During the Reichspogromnacht in 1938, the mausoleum was desecrated, leaving its interior severely damaged. Both urns were stolen at
that time; their whereabouts remain unknown. In 1966 the building
was bequeathed to the city of Waibstadt. It has been listed as a special
cultural monument by the state of Baden-Württemberg, a site to
be maintained on the basis of its artistic and scientific value and its
significance to local history.

